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Over 100  
Volunteers 

Volunteers are the heart of 
CIRT.  Without their loyalty, 
dedication and hard work, 
we would not be able to help 
our riders realize their 
dreams! 

Memories in Motion Painting is Restored  

Upon entering the CIRT barn, and 

after being greeted by the neighing 

of at least one of the horses, your 

attention is immediately drawn to 

the colorful painting at the far end 

of the arena...Memories in Motion.  

For those visiting CIRT for the first time, it 

appears to be just a collage of horses and 

riders in helmets.  But those who have been 

around CIRT for a long while, know that 

the silhouettes belong to real CIRT riders 

and real CIRT horses.  Nick Poelman is on 

Captain.  The rider standing on Mike is 

Meredith Lynch.  Jaimee Ruschau, a  cur-

rent independent rider with CIRT, is in 

there as a young girl.  Montana is there.  

Strawberry is also there. 

Bea Gibb, who worked in the office for 

CIRT at the time, held a Degree in Art.    

Using her artistic talent, she worked many 

long hours to make it a reality. 

The original painting was done around 

1993 by tracing actual photos of CIRT    

riders.  They were projected onto plywood 

panels using the technology of the time, an 

ñoverhead projectorò.  Those riders who 

could, and parents or volunteers of those 

who couldnôt, traced the images with chalk.   

Due to a recent hurricane at the time, ply-

wood was hard to get and very expensive. 

The East Peoria VFW Auxiliary bought the 

plywood for us and other expenses were 

covered by funds received through a grant 

from Very Special Arts of Illinois. 

In 2016, Stacy Lantz, an 8th Grader from 

Germantown Hills, organized a group of 

volunteers as part of her Girl Scout Silver 

Award project, to give the painting a face 

lift.  Thank you to Stacy  and her volunteers 

on a job well done.  Itôs beautiful! 

Also, thank you to Sherman Williams,   

Miller Paint Shop, and Tom & Agneta 

Stanesa for providing the paint. 
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Meet 

 SNICKERSé 

The Mule 

Yes, I said mule.  Snickers is a 29 year old John Mule. 
 
Arriving in 2014, he is one of our newer additions 
to the CIRT barn.  He is still learning, however, he 
has shown himself to be quite the teacher.  Team-
work is his subject!  He doesnôt like force.  He is 
like the rest of usé.donôt tell me what to do...ask me!  If 
you donôt, he will plant his feet until you do. 
 
Snickers loves attention and is very quiet.  He has the 
personality of ñnever hurting a flyò.  He is also very sen-
sitive.  The instructor and volunteers know exactly how a 
rider is feeling as Snickers will show them.  If the rider is 
nervous, he will be antsy.  If the rider is calm, he will be 
very relaxed. 
 
And his ears!  The riders at CIRT love his long ears!  And 
they get a kick out of his roached mane (mane is cut 
offðhe has a buzz cut)! 
 
One of the coolest things about Snickers?  Just by being 
at CIRT he teaches the rider that it is OK to be different.  
He is different than a horse, but that is OK.  So they see 
they can be their own individual person, and that is OK.  
Different is good! 
 

Snickers was trained in Western Riding and rides in a 
hackamore (a bridle without a 
bit-operates by exerting pres-
sure on the nose).   His favor-
ite place to ride (other than 
CIRT of course) is on trail rides in the Shawnee      
National Forest with his dear friend, Terry! 

ñAll Iôd like to say about Snickers...is what a wonderfully 
kind, honest, and trustworthy friend he has been.ò   Terry J. 

Snickers is on lease from Terry Joerger 

The riders love his long ears & roached mane!  

Different is Good!  
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As alwaysé.a special thank you to Chuck & Laurie Weaver for inviting CIRT to participate in and benefit from this event. 

Thanks to  Bob Thomas and Mike McCracken, scheduled announcers for the polo match × Eldred Nehmelman, (Eldred Nehmel-

man Auctioneer Service, 309-352-4231) Auctioneer for the live auction × 

Thanks to the following for donating items for our door prizes, raffles, live and silent auctions: Applebeeôs, Avantiôs 

Ristorante, Bella Grove Home, Biaggiôs Ristorante Italiano, Susan Bjork-Engelke, CIRT (Board of Directors; Riders; Families; 

Friends), Caterpillar, Inc., Curves, Cekander Group-Buffalo Wild Wings, Dixon Fisheries, Inc., Marjorie & Richard Dodson, Drury 

Hotels, Fired Up, Five Points Washington, Harvest Bread Company, Karen Green, Jim & Lynda Gustafson, Terry Joerger, John 

Deere Classic, Jonahôs Seafood House, Jumerôs Casino & Hotel, Isle Casino Hotel, Dave & Nancy King, KSM Equine Massage 

Therapy, Carol Kilburn, Knightôs Action Park, Ron and Judy Kruse, Kuhl & Company Insurance, Lariat Steakhouse, Patty and 

Perry Martin, Loganôs Roadhouse, Menardôs, Metamora Fields Golf Club, Shirley Moore, Par-a-Dice Hotel & Casino, Pekin Park 

District, Peoria Chiefs, Peoria Park District-Golf Division, PRP Wine International, Inc., Pine Lakes Golf Course, Pzazz! Enter-

tainment Center and Catfish Bend Casino, Udry Jewelers, Quail Meadows Golf Course, RiverPlex, Roanoke Motors Co. Inc., 

Roc Ice Cream & Golf, Saint Louis Cardinals, Shermanôs, Sharon Simmons, Six Flags-St. Louis, Skin Dimensions Day Spa, 

Spirit of Peoria, Agneta and Tom Stanesa, Joan Stanisic, State Farm Insurance, Subway, Susan Palmer Studio, Target, Kevin 

Teveen, Texas Road House, The Burt Coyote Co., The Fifth Quarter Sports Bar & Pizzeria, The Fish House, the Gallery       

Restaurant and Pub, Tommy House Tire Co., Uncle Buckôs Fish Bowl and Grill-Bass Pro, Walmart, Weaver Ridge Golf Club, 

Mikki Wilcoxen, Kristy Wolfe, Friends of CIRT, CJ Baker, Karin Meister, and Horsemeister. 

And for the live music provided by Steve Bianchi. 

Also, thanks to the following for their support throughout the year:  East Peoria Fondulac Park District, Tom & Agneta Stanesa, 

Chuck & Sue Walker, Hoerr Veterinary Service, Dawn Alwan, Carl & Velda Glueck, Kris McCormick, all those who brought cookies for 

our volunteers, all the 4-H Clubs who have helped, those who have so generously fulfilled our ñwish listò, and to all of our wonderful 

volunteers who come weekly to help. 

And to the Polo Committee for their dedication and  hard work.  Co-Chairs Agneta Stanesa and Jenna Walker.  Committee Mem-

bers:  Anita Burdette, Kathy Griffin, Lynda Gustafson, Terry Joerger, Megan Lecrone, Perry Martin, Tom Stanesa, Joan Stanisic, Sue 

Walker, Chuck Weaver, and Kristy Wolfe. 

Thanks to the 100+ dedicated hard working volunteers without whom CIRT could not continue to serve those who benefit 

from our program and to the generous individuals who have shared their horses with CIRT. 
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Regretfully, the rainy weather    
prevented the Peoria vs. Madison 
Polo Match from happening.  It 
was on, then off.  Then on again.  
Mother Nature eventually won and the match was 
cancelled.  But fortunately, the evening dinner and 
auction went on as scheduled.  

Dayé..that Saturday, August 20th. 

OUR PROGRAM ADVERTISERS  American Speedy Printing Centers; Ausdal Financial Partners, William Gohs; Craig Miller Financial 

Services;  KSM Equine Massage Therapy, Lakeview Veterinary Clinic; Maui Jim; Morton Mini Storage; OSF HealthCare;                      

Pekin Insurance; Roanoke Motors; and State Farm, Dick Thulean.   

       Cardinal Game Package  Winner 

George Voorhees 

Gold Spur -$1,000 -$2,499 
Ameren Illinois 
Kris and Mike McCormick 
 

Silver Spur -$500 -$999 
American Speedy Printing 
Ausdal Financial PartnersðBill Gohs 
Cornerstone Architectural Concepts, Inc. 
Melvin Baum Private Foundation 
Morton Mini StorageðTom & Agneta Stanesa 
Pekin Insurance 
Wagenbach Builders, Inc. 

Bronze Spur -$250 -$499 
Wm. Aupperle and Sons, Inc. 
Burkland Distributors, Inc. 
Dust Control Technology, Inc. 
Heartland Bank & Trust Co. 
Karla & Lawrence Kane and Family 
Knapp-Johnson Funeral Home 
KSM Equine Massage Therapy 
OSF HealthCare Systems 
 
 

Pewter Spurð$100ð$249 
Jim and Lynda Gustafson 
Timothy and Kimberly Hayden & Family 
Terry Joerger 
Judith and Ron Kruse 
Mikki Wilcoxen 
Floral Designs, Ltd. 
Mike Murphy Ford 
Lakeview Veterinary Clinic, LLC 
Washington Veterinary Medical Clinic 
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Delavan, ILð  CIRTôs first      
interactive Murder Mystery 
Fundraiser was a huge success! 

On Thursday, October 20, 2016, 
two characters from the JEST 
Murder Mystery Company    
presented ñA Fistful of Hollersò 
to a packed house (that were 
quite the characters themselves) 
at Olde Towne Bar & Grille in 
Delavan. 

Cowboy hats, boots, bandanas, 
and even full costumes filled the 
quaint little bar.  And the actors 
came out in everyone!  What a 
fun night of  great food and 
great entertainment! 

About $4,000 was raised for CIRT. 
 

Thank you toé...é 

Diana Flatley, of Olde Towne B&G, for    
hosting and for working so closely with us 
on this event.  Her expertise was invaluable! 

Ron White, for providing and setting up 
the sound system.  And for being such a   
hilarious victim! 

Heartland Bank, for donating $1,000 to 
cover the professional actors. 

To all who attended, for supporting CIRT 
and for being the characters that you were!  
What a fun evening! 

Yôall come 

back now! 

See you next 

year! 

òNASTY NATEó  

Comes to town and 
someone gets òkiltó! 

THIS EVENT WAS SPONSORED BY HEARTLAND BANK & TRUST COMPANY 

888-234-9984 

òDIGGER
 DEEPó

  

(The local mortician)  

Is looking for business!  

ñMURDERò AT OLDE TOWNE BAR & GRILLE 

òSQUINT LEASTWOOD  
Arrives to investigate  

How about this group?  

Is there anyone in 
this group that can 
solve the mystery?  


